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Lost “sa” SQL Server Database
Password

This process should be followed if you have either lost/forgotten the database password or wish
to change it.

Microsoft SQL Server Management Studio Express

You will need to install Microsoft SQL Server Management Studio Express, it’s free. It can be
downloaded from http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/en/details.aspx?FamilylD=c243a5ae-4bd1-4e3d-94b8-5a0f62bf7796

Once installed start the application (in Windows7 or Vista you must run the application as an
administrator — Right click the application shortcut and then click on “Run as administrator”)

Connect to server, use "Windows Authentication" rather than "SQL Server Authentication".

*
Microsoft a M\l{fﬁ%ows Server System
SQL Server200s
Server tupe: I D atabaze Engine ﬂ

Server name: IIocthost ;I
Authentication: | windows Authentication =l
User name: IHE LYELLYM WAL eaney j
Pazaword: I
™| Remember password
Cancel | Help Options »»

REE

File Edit Wew Tools Window Community Help

Quewoer | B BS Wt HS BEIBES,

Object Explorer S y| =i

KamYE @ Ee T EE |
= Lﬂ localhost {(SOL Server 9.0,4053 - HELYELLYMALe:
(1 Databases D sa
B 3 Security
= [ Logins HELYELLYM\SecurityiLoginsisa 0 Itemis)
%] BUILTIM} Administrators
%) BULLTIM\Users
%] HELVELLYN\SQLServer2003M330LUse Mame
S NT AUTHORITY\SYSTEM
A sa
[ Server Roles
1 Credentials
3 Server Objects
[ Replication
[ Management

«| | i —

Ready S

Right click for properties and then change the password and "OK".
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